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By Peter Caroline
Orlando is a great place, if you happen to

be a six-year-old. But this year, the SHOT
Show was scheduled to be there, so I headed
for the Mouse Kingdom. 

The SHOT Show never disappoints. Although
there weren’t as many totally new introductions as
in some years past, there were a number of pleasant
surprises and even a few “must-haves.”

Mossberg (mossberg.com) came up with a neat
package entitled the J.I.C. or “Just In Case.” This is a
pistol-grip 12-gauge Model 500 pump shotgun,
encased in a floating, waterproof, impact-resistant
tube, with a shoulder strap. There are three ver-
sions, in tubes ranging from International Orange to
OD to camo, each with its own appropriate survival
kit. It’s a great idea for unpleasant situations on land
or afloat. I thought they should have named it the
“Can O’ Whoop-Ass,” but nobody asked me. 

Smith & Wesson (smith-wesson.com) can
always be counted on for new and wonderful
grownup toys. This year, they introduced a couple
of emergency kits, both featuring snub-nosed
revolvers, one in .460 S&W Magnum, and the
other in the redoubtable .500 S&W Magnum. Both
include such items as a survival blanket, knife,
compass, whistle, fire starter and a book entitled
Bear Attacks of the Century.

S&W also introduced a pair of very pretty side-
by-side 20-gauge shotguns, one with a straight,
English-style grip and the other with a pistol-grip,
“Prince of Wales” stock. Another cool surprise from
Smith was the return of the original Model 40
revolver, with a real “lemon-squeezer”-style grip
safety. This J-frame snubby will be offered in three
finishes, including a really handsome color-case-
hardened example.

I have on several occasions commented on the
lack of firearms designed with us southpaws in
mind. Kudos to Charter Arms (charterfirearms.
com), whose new Undercover Southpaw .38 Spe-
cial revolver has a cylinder that opens to the right
side. Weight is only 12 oz.!

Thompson/Center (TCarms.com), which is now
owned by Smith & Wesson, was showing off a
brand-new bolt-action rifle entitled the Icon. This is
a handsome, rather Germanic-looking rifle featur-
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to check out a new long-barreled Raging Bull
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